FElY FIRST

With spring around the corner, farmers
are starting to plan for the planting season.
Part of this preparation includes transporting
farm machinery, such as tillage and planting
equipment. Caution is necessary because
each year there are approximately 30,000 ac-
cidents reported involving farm equipment on
rural roads. Many of these types of accidents
and fatalities could be prevented by adhering
to these suggestions:

» Use a tractor large and heavy enough for
towing, steering, and braking control.

» Transport equipment in its narrowest trans-
port configuration.

» Use transport links or locks to support

Transporting Equipment on Rural Roads...

|=

equipment; don’t depend on the hydraulic
system.

* Don’t allow anyone to ride on equipment.
» Beware of overhead electrical lines; make
sure raised wings or markers won’t con-

tact lines.

* Check with state police/sheriff's office for
height and width regulations.

* Use safety chains and display the proper
lights, reflectors and SMV emblem to alert
motorists.

By following these safety points, every-
one can have a safe and successful planting
season this spring. =

Information provided by: Farm & Ranch Safety Management Publication
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Mielke Way Farms Continuation Allows for
Success of Other Area Farmers

Farming is in Dennis and Ken
Mielkes’ blood. As young men work-
ing by their father’s side, they knew
they wanted to farm for the rest
of their lives. Initially, Mielke Way
Farms, Inc., was a dairy operation,
but after years of milking, the broth-
ers physically could not perform the
day-to-day tasks. Thus, they con-
verted the farm operation to crops,
custom fieldwork and custom heifer
raising.

Over the years, Dennis ex-

his knees, eventually requiring knee
replacements so he could continue
working. Thanks to Dennis’s son
and daughter helping with the day-
to-day activities, they were able to
complete the work, but with increas-
ing difficulty.
Dennis learned about AgrA-
bility of Wisconsin (AAW) from a
former AAW client who participated
alongside Dennis on a milk test-
ing board. Dennis thought about
it, but didn’t contact AAW until after
reading about the program

in a farm paper six months
later. Since Ken also had
health problems, and Den-
nis thought the program was
a good idea, he went along
with it and signed up as well.
At the time, there

was still a waiting list and the
brothers waited about two
years before the case was
activated with the Division
of Vocational Rehabilitation

After several attempts to find a used tractor,
everything fell into place and the Mielkes found a
1988 IH 7120.

perienced several falls. The first tore
cartilage in his left knee. He com-
pensated for this injury by putting
more stress on his hip, causing that
joint to begin to deteriorate. Then a
second fall broke a piece of bone
off of his hip. Arthritis and diabetes
aggravated Dennis’s joint problems.
Ken also experienced problems with

(DVR). Once DVR activated
their cases, Dennis and Ken
took active roles in the servic-
es provided by AAW, Easter
Seals FARM Program Reha-
bilitation specialist, Holly Allen, and
DVR Counselor, Nancy Prokash.
The brothers situation began to
improve after that. One obvious
solution for their joint problems was
to install additional steps on all the
farm tractors. However, the IH 3588
that Dennis and Ken frequently used
for day-to-day farm operations piv-

continued on page 2...



continued from page 1...

oted in the center and did not allow for steps to be
added. So Allen suggested installing a platform lift

Thanks to the used skid steer the brothers found, Ken
/s able to perform many of the day-to-day work with
greater ease.

and modifying the clutch and brake with hand con-
trols. The modification costs were high, though, so
the Mielkes, Prokash and Allen decided to explore
the possibility of purchasing a used tractor to fit
the brothers’ needs. Since the Mielkes knew what
they needed and had the experience of purchas-
ing used equipment, they played an intricate role
in finding a tractor that would accommodate their
needs. After several attempts, everything fell into
place and the Mielkes found a 1988 IH 7120. Den-
nis explained that by researching the equipment
and taking the time to search for a tractor, he was
able to find something in good condition at a rea-
sonable price.

Dennis found the tractor at a John Deere
dealership, but they were not able to trade in the
IH 3588. So Dennis and Ken worked out a plan
with DVR that the brothers would sell the tractor
and use the income from the sale to finish retrofit-
ting the other tractors with the additional steps and
cameras to aid in backing up.

Used equipment also helped with some of
Ken’s concerns. He operated a tractor to haul
gravel, seed bags and bales, and pick rocks from
the fields manually. After researching Ken’s needs
and the accommodations needed for the tractor,
the Mielkes and Allen found that the accommo-
dations would not be compatible with the tractor.
Again, the brothers found a used skid steer with
hand controls and a used rotating stone bucket
attachment at the same dealership they found the
tractor.

Thanks to Dennis’s willingness to do some extra
searching, he was able to find used equipment
in good condition and reasonably priced. “We
talked a lot back and forth. Dennis would come
up with an idea and run it past me. | would then
explain it to Nancy,” said Allen. She noted that
there was never just one answer for anything;
there were always a couple of different options.

Allen also suggested a utility vehicle
for Dennis and Ken to easily move around the
farm. After researching the vehicle types, Den-
nis decided on a Kubota. Allen explained that
she learned much from Dennis. “He was so
conscious of the equipment, based on usage,
based on dollars and the overall approach.
Dennis wanted to make sure the equipment was
the best thing for him and the farm.”

Dennis and Ken plan to continue farming
with Dennis’s son for another 10 to 15 years and
may start custom raising heifers again. Thanks
to the assistive technology Dennis and Ken
received, not only will the Mielkes continue to
successfully farm, but so will other farmers that
depend on the Mielke brothers for custom work.
Dennis ex-
plained that
when he
received the
IH 7120, a
farmer they
have been
chopping
and bagging
for since

allow the brothers to get in and out of the trac-

1992 asked

All the tractors on the Mielke Way Farm will  about the
be equipped with additional tractor steps to tractor and

the program.
Dennis told
him that

this tractor was keeping Dennis and Ken going
and the farmer told Dennis that not only was it
keeping him (Den-

nis) going, but also [fAis material s based upon work
it was keeping his supported by the Cooperative State

. Research, Education, and Extension
own farm going. Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture
Dennis said, “It

under special project number 2006-
(AAW) not onIy 41590-03414. UW-Extension provideg
benefited us, it's

equal opportunities in employment and
programming including Title IX and ADA

benefiting other

farmers too.”=

tors with less difficulty.

If you need this material in anothe
format, please contact AgrAbility o
\Wisconsin at (608) 262-9336 or aaw
mailplus.wisc.edu.

AgrAbility Welcomes New Staff Members

AgrAbility introduced two new staff mem-
bers at the beginning of the month; they are Paul
Untiet and Cindy Lueck.

Paul Untiet, ESW Rehabilitation Specialist,
will provide information and referral support to new
clients of the program. He comes to Easter Seals
after working with the Division of Vocational Reha-
bilitation (DVR) for 30 years as a vocational coun-
selor in the central Wisconsin area, specializing in

mental health, hearing loss and farm service cases.

He grew up on a dairy farm in Stratford, WI and
enjoyed working with the farming community while
with DVR. He is looking forward to working with
AgrAbility clients as he settles into his new role.
Cindy Lueck, ESW Rehabilitation Special-

ist, will visit farmers and provide assessments in
Northwest Wisconsin. Cindy was a registered nurse
for 25 years and operated a dairy farm with her
husband since 1989. Her nursing career focused
around mental health, hospice, nursing home and

home care. She looks for- m! Plowing Ahead
ward to meeting and work-
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