
AgrAbilityof Wisconsin

PlowingAhead
Edgar farmer overcomes disability to
farm and help other disabled farmers

The day before deer hunting season in the fall of 1981, Ron Brown, a
dairy farmer from Edgar, WI, reached in to unplug a running combine.

"I argued with the combine and lost," quipped Brown.
Thinking he only needed a few stitches, he drove back to the farm and

his son, Doug, drove him to the hospital. The injury to Brown's arm was
much worse. Brown was taken to surgery and Doug was asked to sign
papers giving the doctors permission to amputate the arm if it could not be
saved. The doctors were able to save the arm by implanting a muscle
from Brown's leg. After a long stay in the hospital, Brown was able to
come home for Christmas, but it was only the beginning of a long rehabili-
tation.

"The hardest part about coming home," said Brown, "was facing the
family after I had always told them to shut equipment off to work on it."

For several months, he could not go into the barn and do other farm
work because of the risk of infection. Brown says he did what he could
when he could and he is thankful for the help of his kids and his wife,
Janice.

"We all just had to pitch in a little more,"
said Janice Brown.

Brown slowly returned to working full-time
in the farming operation, even with
limited use of his arm. Over the last 15
years, however, Brown also developed
arthritis in his joints, especially his knees.
The arthritis, coupled with the limitations of
his arm, made may farm chores difficult and
painful for Brown to do.

Early in 1997 Brown read about AgrAbility
of Wisconsin in the Agri-View, a statewide
agricultural newspaper. He read about a
woman who was a paraplegic and farmed
near Ladysmith, and who had worked with
AgrAbility. Brown also read about AgrAbility's
"Rehabilitation in Agriculture" workshop in the

spring of 1997. Brown contacted AgrAbility of
continued on page 2...

Ron added extended steps and grab
bars to his tractors to make it

easier for him to get on and off
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Wisconsin to find out if they could help him
continue to farm.

Brown began to work with Paul Leverenz,
of Easter Seals Resource Center for Farmers
with Disabilities (Extension's partner in
AgrAbility), and T. Ellenbecker, a vocational
rehabilitation counselor with the Division of
Vocational Rehabilitation in Wausau.

"Between his [Paul's] ideas and mine and
T's help, we made farming a little better, and
easier to do," said Brown.

Paul made recommendations to Brown on
the type of equipment that would help him
continue to farm, while reducing the stress on
his knees and arms. T Ellenbecker, DVR,
developed a plan with Brown outlining the
steps it would take him to reach his goal to
continue farming.

"AgrAbility's farm assessment served as an
important part in developing Ron's plan," said
T Ellenbecker.

Some of the equipment Brown uses to
make farming a little easier includes a John
Deere Gator. The Gator allows Brown to herd

inte-the-bam, fix fences and many other
activities around the farm.

"I even used the Gator to haul maple sap
out of the woods this spring," said Brown, a
year after he contacted AgrAbility. "It has been
a long time since I was able to do that!"

According to Brown, drive-through gates
are also a great help. He no longer has to get
off the tractor to open and shut gates around
the farm. An electric silage cart and an auto-
matic feeder for the calves make feeding the
livestock a much less straining task.

Brown also had a hand in accommodating
his farm. He purchased a skid steer loader to
eliminate the need to clean the barn by hand.
He made some of the modifications on his farm
himself by adding extra steps and hand rails to
his tractors. The steps and handrails reduce
the strain on Brown's knees and arm while
getting on and off.

Because of the new equipment and modifi-
cations, Brown is able to continue milking 40 to
50 cows and doing field work with his family.
However, this is not the end of Brown's story.

Brown serves on the Board of Directors of
the Wisconsin Farmers Union Cooperative and

has shared his story with many farmers through-
out Wisconsin. Brown believes there are many
farmers around the state who could benefit from
AgrAbility of Wisconsin. He talks to them about
the services that are available, his personal
experiences and how to contact AgrAbility of
Wisconsin.

"I have even talked with farmers who are now
working with AgrAbility in Minnesota," said
Brown. "I'm trying to help AgrAbility stay busy!"

Through these efforts, Brown is also helping
many farmers with disabilities and serious health
conditions continue to farm and live the life they
love.

Ron uses a John Deere Gator to get around the
farm. Here, he is giving his wife. Janice, a ride to
the barn.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Come and visit AgrAbility of Wisconsin at any of
the following events:

September 22-24 -- Farm Progress Days,
Rusk Prairie Farms and Priceland Jerseys,
Menomonie, WI. Visit the AgrAbility of Wisconsin
booth in the Youth Tent and try out the
wheelchair obstacle course!

September 3D-October 4 -- World Dairy Expo,
Madison. Visit AgrAbility of Wisconsin staff at
the National AgrAbility display!

October 29 -- Farm-City Day Kick-Off
Banquet, Range Line Inn, Sheboygan Falls.
AgrAbility would love to see you!




