Neighbor to Neighbor

“Neighbor to Neighbor” features inventive, “farm-grown”
assistive technology! Have YOU invented a

unique gadget on your farm that makes work a little
easier? If so, Plowing Ahead wants to hear from you.
Fill out the form below and send it, and a photo of your
invention, to:

]

AgrAbility of Wisconsin
460 Henry Mall
Madison, WI 53706
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AGRABILITY oF WisconsiN. A Year In Review

Inthiswntry January, AgAility of

Wsconsinis puttingthefina touchesona F

reneval grant for federal fundingandis
taki ng stock of the events of the past year.
The staff of AgrAoility of Wsconsi nwoul d
liketosharewthyou, our nany

supporters, sone of the acconpli shnents [&

and chal | enges of the past year and our
visionfor thefuture.

GRANTS
AgrAbility of Wisconsin received a

new federal grant ensuring the
continuation of the project through March
31, 2002. AgrAbility will continue to
provide the same services it has in the
past, including on-farm consultations, farm
shows, presentations and workshops. The
project also had many new ideas for
improving and expanding these services.

Because the federal grant covers only
about hal f of the expenses of AgrAdility,
Easter Seal s Wsconsi n and UV
(ooper ati ve Ext ensi on conti nual |y search
for additional fundingto support our
servicestofarnerswthdsabilities.
Through a grant from WsTech, AgrAility
works to i ncrease access to assi sti ve
techno ogy for farnerswthdisabilitiesin
nort heast Wsconsin. Qher support for
AgrAi ity of Wsconsi nincl ude the Kraft
Dai ry Trust and the Land O Lakes
Foundat i on.

DIRECT SERVICES

AgrAility of Wsconsin has al ways
focused on provi di ng servi ces onthe farm
tofanerswthdsailities. AgAilityis
currently worki ngwth 128 f ar ners and
their famliesthroughout thestate. 9 nce
January 1, 1998, 46 newfarners have
becone i nvol ved wi t h t he program

AgrAdi lity continues to provi dethese
servi ces onthe farm where Paul
Leverenz, Drector of the Easter Seal s
Resource Genter for Farners wth

AgrAbility staff visit farmers to discuss how their
disability or health condition affects their farming
operation.

Dsabilities, wil sit domwththefarner
and hi s/ her famly and di scuss howt he
dsadlityisaffectingthefarmwork. Al
servicestofarners are confidential and
free of charge

FARM SHOWS

Ao Ailityof Wsconsinstaffedexhibits
at the G een Bay Power and Machi nery
Show and t he Madi son Far mShow i n
1998. Through t hese f ar mshows,
AgrAbility can showarea farners howt he
programcan hel pfarners wthdisabilities
onthe farm These shows al so gi ve us the
opportunitytovisit wthfarners we have
workedwthinthepast. Sopbyif you get
the chance in 1999! The showdat es f or
1999 are:

Madi son Far m Show
March 17-19, 1999

QG een Bay Power and Machi nery Show
Mrch 30-April 1, 1999

A FarmProgress Days, AgrAbility of
Wsconsi n exhi bitedinthe Youth Tent as
part of asafety and heal thactioncenter.
Qver 2, 000 yout h went t hrough t he
AgrAbil ity wheel chai r obst acl e cour se
duringthe three day show The
wheel chai r obst acl e cour se cont ai ns nany
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of the obstacl es

i ndi vi dual s who use
wheel chai rs deal with
everyday, such as
ranps, carpetingand
doorways. Look for
AorAility of Wsconsin
at the 1999 Farm
Progress Days i n G ant
GQunty July 13-15!

I n Gt ober,
AorAility of Wsconsin
and the Nati onal
ArAility prg ect
sponsored and staffed a
booth at the Vérld Cai ry
Expo. Msitorsfrom

around t he wor | d had | — =3
the opportunity tolearn Youth maneuver their way through an

about AgrAbility andthe obstacle course of ramps, carpeting
services it can provide. and doorways with a wheelchair.
AgrAility of Wsconsinandthe national project wll beat
the V@rl d Dai ry Expo agai nthi s year i n Madi son,

Sept entoer 29- et ober 3, 1999.

TRAINING AND INFORMATION ACTIVITIES

n Sept entoer 3, 1998, AgrAbility of Wsconsin and
Kewaunee count'y Ext ensi on sponsor ed a farmt our at
Rolling HIls Dai ry Farmi n Kewaunee Gounty. Jer one
Gaedt ke, the host, has been an AgrAbility consuner. Qrer
50 area farners and prof essi onal s had t he opportunity to
see howAgr Abi |1ty can provi de assi stance to farners and
their fanmliesded ingwththeeffectsof adisability. Another
farmtour i s pl anned for the coming year.

AgrAoi ity of Wsconsi n pronot ed t he programt hi s year
t hrough a st at e-w de narketing pl an which featured a
farner who had been hel ped by the program Inadditionto
thispronationd effort, AgAilitya soreceivedpudicity
t hrough vari ous newspaper, radi o and tel evi sionintervi ens
conduct ed t hr oughout t he year .

NATIONALACTIVITIES

Inadditiontothework beingdoneinthestate,
AorAdility of Wsconsi nstaff have al sotakenanactiverad e
inNational AgrAdilityissues. Saff areparticipatinginwrk
groups addressi ng i ssues such as enhanci ng st af f
success, redesi gninginfornationcollection, and narketing
theNtionad AgAdiility Rgect. AgAilitystaff aso
participatedinthe National AgrAdility VerkshopinS. Louis
in Noventoer. S aff were asked t o present on naki ng
part ner shi ps work, fundi ngissues, and conmittee work.

FUTURE ACTIVITIES

AgrAbility of Wsconsi n has pl anned several new
activitiestoenhance our servicestofarnerswth
disabilities over thenext fewyears.

€ Farner Network: The Farner Network is a peer
counsel i ng net wor k devel oped f romf ar ner s who have
been hel ped by AgrAvi lity. Beginninginthe nort heast

region, we haveidentifiedfour farnerswhoarew!ling
totad kwthother farnersinthe areaabout AgrAility.
Thisproject wll beexpandedtotheentirestatewtha
goal of having 36 farners inthe network torepresent
al 72couties.

@ Speakers Bureau: The Speakers Bureau wil | al so be
devel oped frompast consuners who arew llingto help
pronote AgrAbility. Speakers Bureau vol unteers w |
take di splaystolocal events and hel p host di spl ays at
statew de farmshows. They wll alsobeavailableto
speak tosnal | groupsintheir area

@ \¥bsite devel opnent: AgrAbility of Wsconsinwl |
devel op aninternet websiteinthe coningyear. Vé
w || include: basicinfornationabout the program
avai | abl e resour ces and assi sti ve t echnol ogy, the
quarterly nevsl etter, linkstoother organizations and a
neans to request additional infornation.

@ Cuegiversprogram AgrAbilitywll devel op a
caregi vers programt o conpl enent its servicesto
farnerswthdsabilities. Thisprogramwll incl ude
snal |, infornal workshops around the stateto provi de
caregi vers of farnerswthdisabilitieswthenotiona
support, infornati onand resour ces.

€ \Wrk placenent project: AgrAbilityis devel oping a
plantoplaceindvidud swthdisablitiesinfamoosto
addr ess bot h hi gher unenpl oynent rat es anong
indvidulswthdsabilitiesinrua areas, and| ack of
| abor on expandingfarns. Thepilot i s bei ng pl anned
i n Sheboygan Gounty where AgrAbi ity i s working
closelywththe Extensionagent. AgrAilitywll natch
theindi vidual swththefarns, providethe necessary
support services andfol lowup at three, six, andtwel ve
nonths. |f successful, thisproect wil be expanded
stat ew de and devel oped i nto a nati onal nodel .

@ 1999 National AgrAbility Vérkshop: AgrAbility of
Wsconsinis hosting the 1999 Nati onal AgrAdility
Vér kshop i n Madi son i n Gct ober.  Orer 200
prof essi onal s and farner s fromacr oss t he count ry
attend thi s workshop every year. The wor kshop
feat ures breakout sessi ons and speakers on vari ous
aspects of farmngwthadisability, andloca farm
tours. Thisisagreat opportunity to shoncase
AgrAoility of Wsconsinandthe farners we work wtht!

TOALLAGRABILITY
SUPPORTERS

s AgAilityof
Vi/sconsin | ooks tothe
conmi ng nont hs, we w sh
all of our nany supporters
success and happi ness
inthe NewYear. W
wel cone your i nput and
i deas and | ook f orwar d
toworkingwthyouin
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Chain Saw Safety - Minimize
the Risk of Kickback

severeinury. Thereactiontothe sawchai nstriking
an obj ect can throwt he sawvi ol ent |y back t oward

t

Approxi nat el y one-fourth of theinuries associ ated
w t h chai n saws i nvol ve ki ckback.

upvar d not i on of the gui de bar. K ckback occurs
when the end portion of the nose of the bar strikes
an obj ect and t he chai n nonent ari | y snags.

ki ckback occurs when t he chai n and cutters gui de bar nake contact, either

Partners

When invited to write “Partners,” my thoughts kept
returning to some of our most valuable partners in
AgrAbility, the farmers with whom we work. Particularly
in this holiday season when we think of that which
makes life most precious and meaningful and those
things which we most value, | think of them, because in
the last few years | have been awed and deeply moved
on many occasions. In over 25 years working with
people with disabilities | have heard many stories. But
through AgrAbility, | have witnessed unparalleled
ingenuity and tenacity. Perseverance in the face of
great odds is a quality which many farmers seem to
possess. The depths of one’s capacity however, can
only be realized when faced with something such as a
disability. So many of the farmers and families we work
with in AgrAbility are highly creative partners and they
continually come up with ideas, inventing and
constructing adaptations to their equipment and
facilities, all with great humility and humor to boot. |
have met farmers whom | felt possessed every quality
which one would want to see in a human being. They
are to me a touchstone, and | am inspired by their skill
and resourcefulness and unflagging hopeful and
steadfast determination. Many farmers serve as

Chai n sawki ckback canresul t indeath or

he operat or, soneti nes wthdisastrousresults.

Ki ckback i s the termt o descri be unexpect ed

The nost common and pr obabl y nost vi ol ent

accidenta lyor intentiond |y inthe “ki ckback zone.”

To avoi d ki ckback:

Adapted, with permission, from materials produced by the UW Center for Agricultural Safety and Health.

Don't touchthetipof thebar toany object whilethe chainis running.

A vays hol d t he chai n sawfirnhy w th bot h hands.

ke the proper grip. Gaspthe forward handl e wth your | eft hand, pal m
down, wappi ng your fingers around t he handl e bar, keep handl e bar inthe
webbi ng bet ween your i ndex finger and thunb. Gasptherear handl e firnhy

wthyour right hand.

Use wedges t o avoi d pi nchi ng t he bar when cutting | arger pi eces.

Avoidcuttinglints above your mid-chest hei ght.

Vear protectiveclothing, suchasahardhat, hearingprotection, afull face
shield, protectivelegchaps, sure-grip gl oves, and saf ety shoes.

invaluable advocates, spreading the word about
opportunities available through AgrAbility. They are valued
partners.

Thanks also to the many, many people and organizations
who support AgrAbility and whom we are proud to call
partners: Division of Vocational Rehabilitation personnel,
our AgrAbility Advisory
Council, WisTech, Land
O’ Lakes, Kraft Dairy
Trust, UW-Extension
agents, Easter Seals
Board members, and
many others. May the
new year bring you joy.

Sincerely,

President/CEO
Easter Seals Wisconsin

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Madison Farm Show
March 17-19, 1999

Green Bay Power and
Machinery Show
March 30-April 1, 1999

Farm Progress Days
Grant County
July 13-15, 1999

World Dairy Expo
September 29-
October 3, 1999




